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Replacement
for St.
Margaret’s

45 planned

St. Margaret’s Health plans
to build a $90 million replace-
ment hospital in Spring Valley.

The 65-bed replacement facil-
ity will include a medical office
building, and will be construct-
ed on a 50-acre site at the
northwest corner of U.S. 6 and
Dalzell Road, within the city
limits of Spring Valley in
Bureau County, hospital offi-
cials said Thursday.

This decision caps years of
deliberation over the feasibility
of suitably renovating the cur-
rent hospital facility versus
building a replacement hospi-
tal to meet emerging health
care standards and technology
requirements, according to a
press release. St. Margaret’s
Hospital is landlocked on its
property at 600 E. First St. in
Spring Valley.

Hospital officials anticipate a
2011 completion.

“We recently completed an
extensive study to determine
whether to renovate our pres-
ent hospital facility, which con-
tinues to age rapidly, or to
replace it in a new location to
better meet the needs of our
patients and community,” Tim
Muntz, president and CEO of
St. Margaret’s Health for the
past 14 years, said in the press
release. “Our experience with
continuous renovation has
proven that costs tend to be
higher due to unexpected prob-
lems encountered in older
buildings. It is also difficult to
renovate an area without dis-
rupting patient care and serv-
ices.

“We are excited for the oppor-
tunity to provide our patients
with all private rooms and des-
ignated patient elevators, sepa-
rate from service-staff eleva-
tors,” Muntz said.

The projected cost of the
200,000-square-foot  replace-
ment facility, including equip-
ment, is $90 million. Matthei &
Colin Associates of Chicago
has been appointed as the
architect. The firm will work in
tandem with the construction
firms of Pepper Construction
of Chicago and Mangieri
Companies of Peoria.

Each company has extensive
experience in the hospital
design-construction.

According to the release, St.
Margaret’s has been assured
that every consideration will
be -given to the utilization of
qualified local businesses,
services and union labor.

The planning phase is esti-
mated at six months, followed
by about three years of con-
struction.

St. Margaret’s will fund the
project by issuing revenue
bonds, income from hospital
operations and through chari-
table contributions.

Since the planning and build-
ing process will take approxi-
mately three years, hospital
officials will pursue "during
that time viable options for
“recycling” the current hospi-
tal.

Founded in 1903, St.
Margaret’s is part of the SMP
Health System, which is spon-
sored by The Sisters of Mary of
the Presentation. St.
Margaret’s Health owns and
operates facilities in 19 loca-
tions in four counties through-
out the Illinois Valley region: °





