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Catheter-Associated Urinary  
Tract Infection (CAUTI)
• �Infection  because of a tube  

(catheter) inserted in the bladder  
to drain urine

• �Quality Care Institute launched an 
improvement collaborative in 2010 
to reduce CAUTIs

Central Line-Associated  
Blood Stream Infection (CLABSI)
• �Infection because of a central line 

inserted in the groin, chest or neck 
to administer medication or fluids

• �Quality Care Institute launched an 
improvement collaborative in 2009 
to reduce CLABSIs

Clostridium difficile (C.difficile)
• �One of the most serious causes  

of antibiotic-associated diarrhea
• �Quality Care Institute is launching  

a statewide initiative in June 2011 
to combat C.difficile

Deep Vein Thrombosis (DVT)/ 
Pulmonary Embolism (PE) 
• �DVT is the formation of a clot  

(thrombus) in a deep vein
• �PE is a blockage of the lung’s  

main artery by a clot or thrombus
• �Quality Care Institute has several  

initiatives in place through our  
Surgical Care Improvement 
Program

Methicillin-Resistant  
Staphylococcus Aureus (MRSA)
• �Dangerous bacteria highly resistant 

to many antibiotics
• �Quality Care Institute is actively 

involved in efforts to reduce  
MRSA

Select Surgical Site  
Infections (SSI)
• Can occur following any surgery

> �Current efforts focus on  
eliminating SSI following open 
heart, bariatric and orthopedic 
surgery in the neck, shoulder  
or elbow

• �Quality Care Institute is actively 
involved in efforts to reduce SSIs
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To focus on reducing all hospital readmissions, the Illinois Hospital Association joined 
with BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois in a landmark partnership to reduce readmissions  
through the PREP program — Preventing Readmission through Effective Partnerships.
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More than 200 Illinois hospitals signed a pledge to raise the bar and become the nation’s leaders 
in quality care and patient safety.
As part of this pledge, hospitals are working on the following interventions:

Reduce the following hospital-acquired conditions and infections:

Catheter-Associated Urinary Tract Infections (CAUTI)
Central Line-Associated Bloodstream Infections (CLABSI)
Clostridium Difficile (C.difficile)
Deep Vein Thrombosis and Pulmonary Embolism (DVT/PE) following certain orthopedic procedures
Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus (MRSA)
Select Surgical-Site Infections (SSI)

Reduce 30-day hospital readmission rates for heart attack, heart failure and pneumonia
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